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Greetings and Invitation 

 

n behalf of the Organizing Committee, I am most pleased to invite you to the upcoming North East 

Asian Network (NEAN), Yonsei Leadership Forum 2010. Our forum will be held at Yonsei University 

with a special focus on the main theme of óAsia: Cherish the Past, and Challenge the Futureô. 

 

NEAN is an annual leadership forum open to all aspiring students with the vision of enhancing their 

leadership and exchanging invaluable friendship. Through the workshops dealing with global and regional 

issues, participants will be able to cultivate their leadership skills such as communication, compassion, and 

self-confidence. In line with our vision, over 900 delegates, faculty members and guest speakers from a 

number of countries have shared their views, dreams and talents to formulate NEAN as a new agora in Asia. 

In such essence, partakers from all around the globe will be given a chance to savor the academic and cultural 

dishes of high standards provided in NEAN2010. 

 

With passion for creating the best forum, we have comprehensively prepared the academic seminars on 

politics, economy, culture, and environment along with cultural events. All delegates will be given a once-in-

a-life-time opportunity to listen to the voices of eminent keynote speaker, professors, businessmen, and 

government officials from various fields and nationalities. Diverse academic and cultural activities following 

the lectures would lead students to the world of creativityða distinctive element which differentiates NEAN 

from other forums. Especially this year, to arouse peopleôs attention to the issues of climate change, the 

Organizing Committee prepared a joint session which links environment and economy sessions together. The 

session would help delegates possess a deeper insight upon how climate change could affect individual daily 

lives, if not an entire national economy.  

 

As the chairperson of the Organizing Committee, I invite you to join us, and share your opinions on current 

issues to make a difference in the future. The Organizing Committee is striving to make NEAN a valuable and 

life-changing experience for all participants. Through NEAN 2010, I hope we can embark on a pleasant 

journey leaving unforgettable memories in our hearts forever. Thank you.  

Sincerely Yours, 

Seo Jung Il 

Chairperson of NEAN 2010 Organizing Committee 
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1 About Yonsei University 

 

ocated in Seodaemoon-gu, Seoul, Korea, 

Yonsei University was established in 1885 

with its educational mission based on the Christian 

principle of Truth and Freedom. Yonsei 

University's mission is to train the future leaders 

of Korea by providing them with a first-class 

interdisciplinary and internationalized educational 

program. 

 

Founding Philosophy 

 

Yonsei University is an institution of higher learning founded on the principles of a Christian 

spirit that strives to educate a community of people who will later contribute to the nation and 

humanity in the interest of truth and freedom. 

 

Yonsei's emphasis on ñtruthò and ñfreedomò in both its founding philosophy and university 

motto is based on the Gospel of John: ñIf you continue in my word, then are you my disciples 

indeed; and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you freeò (John 8:31-32). ñTruthò 

refers not only to the words of God, but also to the research and teaching missions of Yonsei, 

whereby the university pursues excellence in research programs and a leading role in academic 

innovation. ñFreedom,ò taken from the words of God, connotes a life of genuine liberty 

achieved through the pursuit of honorable thought and righteous action. 

 

Founded upon the principles of Christian love and sacrifice, Yonsei hopes to imbue its 

graduates with motivation to seek truth and freedom, thereby instilling in them the responsibility 

of bringing hope and charity to the world. 

 

Yonsei's Spirit as it Enters the 21st Century 

 

Yonsei University's enduring commitment to Christian values, academic excellence, 

intellectual freedom, and innovation, as well as its pioneering role as the most open and 

internationalized institution of higher learning in Korea, continues to symbolize Yonsei's spirit 

as it enters the 21st century. 
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2 About Yonsei Leadership Center (YLC) 

 

 

he beginning of the 21st century finds Korean society questioning the future of leadership. 

The paradigm on leadership is no longer implementing rapid changes through military 

force, but rather through a more organized system of bureaucracy. Finding a new leadership 

model, therefore, has become an urgent issue for the restoration of Korea's national 

competitiveness and transition into an advanced nation. 

 

Leadership in the new era is not authoritarian, but democratic; not blindly nationalistic, but 

open to globalization. To adapt to the changing environment, it is essential that todayôs leaders 

become more autonomous, creative, and open-minded, as well as more multi-cultural and 

international in mind. 

 

Yonsei Leadership Center (YLC) is organized to meet these needs by improving educational 

standards and enhancing research programs in Yonsei University. It aims to foster leaders who 

can govern todayôs society of globalization, creativity, and autonomy. 

 

YLC strives to teach and train students to display their leadership skills in diverse fields by 

creating a variety of curricula and programs. In order to realize its vision, YLC advocates the 

following six goals: 1) Produce leaders who will serve with a Christian spirit, 2) create active 

intellectuals with sufficient public awareness, 3) develop a sense of local and global citizenship 

as well as cultural sensibility, 4) build community spirit whilst constructing a critical faculty, 5) 

acquire the skills needed to be able to adopt diverse perspectives, and 6) produce creative 

specialists. 

 

As one of the top private institutions of learning in Korea, Yonsei University has provided 

students with a fulfilling education throughout its long history. By tradition, Yonsei has 

produced broad-minded and democratic leaders by generating a very open and liberal academic 

atmosphere. Thus, Yonsei University cultivates leaders that correspond to the type of leadership 

that Korea requires. The educational level and research advances of the university should 

subsequently generate a new vision and produce talented leaders who are ready to take on 

current challenges and set the exemplary role of a true leader. 
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3 About Northeast Asian Network (NEAN) 

 

  The Mission of Northeast Asian Network 

 

n the late 1990's, regionalism within Northeast Asia had seemed out of reach. However, a 

new economic order, 'free trade,' enforced by the World Trade Organization (WTO), 

reshaped the world economic landscape and instigated the need for regional integration across 

Northeast Asia (NEA). Although establishing a highly advanced regional integration model such 

as the European Union is difficult to construct across Asia, NEA countries are increasingly 

aware of the need to hold conferences gathering together China, Korea, and Japan to construct a 

NEA level dialogue channel to facilitate successful inter-regional cooperation. In this regard, 

continuing insightful discussions is an essential prerequisite for NEA to be on an equal footing 

with Southeast Asian countries in terms of regional cooperation. Efforts to realize regional 

integration is the very vision and objective of the Yonsei Leadership Forum, NEAN.  

  

In order to predict the future 

direction of NEA, NEAN will 

consistently exert a significant role 

in advancing concrete models for 

feasible and practical cooperation 

within NEA to achieve enduring 

peace, prosperity, and progress. The 

Republic of Korea has played an 

important role in geographic, 

ideological, and economic terms, 

and NEAN wishes to successfully 

and favorably balance major regional issues by utilizing its political and economical position. 

NEAN not only aspires to forge close relations among NEA countries, but also contribute to 

bridging the gap between Northeast Asia and Southeast Asia, in alliance with ASEAN, to find 

solutions to Northeast Asiaôs political and economical situations. 

  

NEAN's visionary goals and specific plans will be realized in conjunction with governmental 

organizations such as EAVG (East-Asia Vision Group) and EASG (East-Asia Study Group). 

NEAN's future plan will be further developed with the help of diverse organizations and various 

kinds of channels across Northeast Asian countries.  
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4 Overview of NEAN 2010 

 

Main Theme of NEAN 2010 

Asia: Cherish the Past, Challenge the Future 

eaders never fear new challenges. With their imagination and fresh ideas, leaders should 

be able to encourage innovation in every sector of our lives by constantly seeking better 

ideas, better inspirations and better goals. However, leaders cannot make such development 

without knowing the past. One can pursue further improvement only when she knows what his 

ancestors had gone through, learning from their success and failures. In other words, Review the 

Old and Learn the New. With this in mind, we, the prospective leaders of the world, should 

challenge the future full of uncertainties. 

In NEAN 2010, we plan to discuss issues that are currently at stake in Asia and around the 

world. This year's sessions of politics, environment, culture, and economy explore the nature of 

future challenges and the ways in which Northeast Asia should prepare for the unexpected. 

The politics session seeks methods to prepare for the future by letting delegates think about 

their role in NEA's future through discussions on retrieving NEA's human rights consciousness, 

as well as NEA's needs for further development by walking through a mock election on 

"Flourish Package" of common aspiration. The environment session addresses 'Greenwashing' 

by analyzing how contemporary society perceives eco-friendly movements and by examining 

the practice of companies disingenuously advertising their products and policies as òeco-

friendlyò. The culture session focuses on the 'brand culture' by discussing on the cultural 

marketing of companies and the cultural corporate identity. Last but not least, the economy 

session reviews the economic cooperation within Northeast Asia by considering the 

establishment of NorthEast Asia Development Bank (NEADB) and a common currency.  
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Forum Schedule 

 

Date 
February 1th - February 5th , 2010 (5 Days) 

 

Venue 
Yonsei University, Seoul, Korea 

 

Keynote 

Speaker  

Keynote Speaker:  

Yu, Myung-hwan, Foreign Minister of the Republic of Korea(2008-) 

(Contact is still in progress) 

 

 

4) Participating Universities: 

 




